A histochemical study of catecholamines and cholinesterases in the autonomic nerves of the human minor salivary glands.
The cholinergic and adrenergic innervation of human minor sublingual, buccal and labial salivary glands has been studied with histochemical techniques for localizing acetylcholinesterase and catecholamines. A rich cholinergic innervation was observed around the acini, blood vessels and some ducts of the three glands. The adrenergic innervation, however, was virtually absent from the parenchyma although present around the blood vessels, in marked contrast to the dense parenchymal adrenergic innervation observed in the human parotid and submandibular glands. These results suggest that the autonomic nervous mechanism which regulates salivary secretion is more elaborate in the major than in the minor salivary glands.